
 
 
 
 

Annual Review 2008 
 

Biggest Success of 2008 
Valentia Coastguard Station Saved from Closure 

 
My long-running battle for 
the retention of the Coast 
Guard Service in Valentia 
has been won. It was a long 
war that began with 
publication of the now 
discredited Feron Report of 
October 2007. Various 
incidents over the ensuing 
months also highlighted the 
determination of senior civil 
servants to close the 
Valentia station. 
They have included a 
statement by management 
that a major reason for the 

closure of Valentia was that it was vulnerable for terrorist attack. This was followed by a 
senior manager in Dublin insulting the Spanish ambassador by refusing to allow him to visit 
the Coast Guard Station in Valentia despite allowing English and Latvian groups to do so. 
The battle came to a head on the 2nd of July 2008 when my request to have the Assistant 
Secretary of the Department of Transport, author of the Feron Report, come before the 
Oireachtas Committee was granted. 
Along with Oireachtas colleagues from Donegal, especially Deputy Niall Blaney, with whom I 
worked closely on the issue, we took the report to pieces. All reasons given for the closure 
of Valentia station were proven to be incorrect by the members of the Committee. It was 
proven that electricity and telecom connections are up to standard. Education facilities and 
employment opportunities for spouses were better than other locations. We proved that 
90% of staff lived in Kerry. The opposite of what was stated in the Feron Report. 
The turning point in the Campaign was the exposure of a quote, attributed by civil servants 
to Minister of State Pat the Cope Gallager, which suggested that he wanted one station on 
the West coast. Pat the Cope refuted this quote. Deputy Blaney read from minutes of the 
Transport /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ нллс ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜƭȅ ǉǳƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΥ ά±ŀƭŜƴǘƛŀ ŀƴŘ aŀƭƛƴ ǿƛƭƭ 
ōŜ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘέΦ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ 
difference. 



I wish to thank all the people of Valentia, Kerry and beyond who helped in this. Thank you to 
the members of the Valentia cumann and Caherciveen Comhairle Ceanntair and all 
Oireachtas members and councillors who helped retain the Coast Guard Service in Valentia. 
 
 

Volunteering 2008 
Volunteering with HIV/AIDS Organisation in Za mbia,  

one of  Africaõs Poorest Countryõs 
 

 
 

As mentioned in my August update, I was fortunate to be selected by the Voluntary Services 
Overseas VSO to work on a short term placement in Zambia with an organisation named 
ZARAN . ZARAN (Zambia AIDSLaw Research and Advocacy Network) lobby for rights of 
people living  with HIV and AIDS.  
 

http://www.vso.ie/
http://www.zaran.org/


My cousin Anne Daly accompanied me on this trip and has been invaluable to me. Not only 
did she assist me in my many, many meetings but she also took time to help me prepare in 
the weeks leading up to the trip.  
 
Despite their shortage of staff ZARAN have had success in pressuring the Zambian 
Government in improving the situation for sufferers, particularly in relation to employment 
rights. My input here is to advise them how to lobby Zambian Members of Parliament more 
effectively and how to maximise media coverage for their work.  
 
While in Zambia I will make the 6 hour road trip to ¢ƘŜ !ƭŀƴ YŜǊƛƴǎΩ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ in Western 
Zambia to see for myself the great work Alan has being doing.  
 
To read what I have being doing on a day to day basis, click here to visit my blog. 
 
 
 

Promoting the Irish Language 
5Ŝǎ .ƛǎƘƻǇ /ƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ [ŜƛƴǎǘŜǊ IƻǳǎŜ ŀǘ aŀǊƪΩǎ LƴǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ 

 

 
 
Mark with Des Bishop and the Minister for Education Batt OõKeefe 

Since my election I have attended Irish classes for Oireachtas Members every Wednesday 
morning. Nil mór an Gaeilge agam ag an dtús ach tá mé ag dul i bhfeabhas anois. 
After the enormous success of his 6 part television programme (In the Name of the Fada) 
and with the agreement of the class, I asked Des Bishop to talk to our class about his 
experience learning Irish in one year from a standing start. 
The idea ǎƴƻǿōŀƭƭŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ άǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎέ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ L ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜŘ ŦƻǊ 5Ŝǎ 
to take his ideas to the Taoiseach and the Minister for Education. Des and I also did an 

http://www.alankerins.ie/
http://www.senatormarkdaly.com/site/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&id=29&Itemid=61


interview with 6 OƴŜ ƴŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ hƴŜ hΩ/ƭƻŎƪ ǊŀŘƛƻ ƴŜǿǎΦ ό¢ƻ ǎŜŜ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǾƛŘŜƻ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƭƻƎ 
on to http://www.rte.ie/news/2008/0514/6news.html ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ άLƴ ǘƘŜ bŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
¢ŜŀƴƎŀέύΦ 
I also organised a Coffee Morning with Des Bishop for staff in Leinster House where Des 
encouraged everyone to use a little Irish in their correspondence and on the phone. 
Des and the Minister for Education are due to have a follow up meeting to discuss how Des 
can help promote Irish in schools. For more information on Des Bishop, please log on to 
www.desbishop.com 
 

A Small Contribution to History 
YŜȅ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ¢ŀƻƛǎŜŀŎƘΩǎ DƛŦǘ ǘƻ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ tŜƻǇƭŜ 

 

 
An Taoiseach presenting the Sword to the Friends of Ireland Society 
 
It was a privilege to be on Capitol Hill for the Taoiseach's address and contribute in my small 
way to the historic occasion. 
In 1963, when JFK addressed the Irish Parliament, he presented the flag of the Irish Brigade 
led by Brigadier General Thomas F Meagher to the Irish people. I managed to source 
aŜŀƎƘŜǊΩǎ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ǎǿƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƻƛǎŜŀŎƘΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƛǘ ǘƻ 
the People of the United States during the visit to Capitol Hill. The enormous generosity of 
the city of Waterford made this repayment of a 45 year old debtpossible. 
 
(Please see http://www.taoiseach.gov.ie/index.asp?locID=582&docID=3867 for An 
¢ŀƻƛǎŜŀŎƘΩǎ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ǘƻ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎs) 

 

 

http://www.desbishop.com/


 
 

Photo of the Year 2008 
 

 
 

{ŜƴŀǘƻǊ 5ŀƭȅ ƛƴ {ƛǎǘŜǊ /ŀǘƘȅΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ aƻƴƎǳΣ ½ŀƳōƛŀ. 
This home is funded by the Alan Kerins Project 

 
 

Most Humorous Speech of 2008 
Senator Daly on the Terrorist Threat to Valentia 

Coastguard Station 
 

άL ŀƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ hǎŀƳŀ ōƛƴ [ŀŘŜƴ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ see Valentia as the Achilles heel of western 
civilisation, nor does he think that if he puts the Valentia marine rescue coordination centre 
ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΣ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŀǇǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǾƛƭƛǎŜŘ ǿƻǊƭŘέ 
 

http://www.alankerins.ie/


άL ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ L ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀder takes up this issue. I have written to the 
man in question asking if he has written to the Departments of Defence and Transport  
ƻǳǘƭƛƴƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǘƘǊŜŀǘ ƛƴ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛŀΦέ 
 
To watch the speech click: Valentia 

 

Most Important Speech of 2008 
Senator Daly speaking on the Health Effects of Mobile 

Phones on Children 
ά! ƴŜǿ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƻƴ ƴƻƴ-ionising radiation protection, 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ IŀƴŘǎŜǘǎΥ CǳǘǳǊŜ DŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎϥ IŜŀƭǘƘ ƛǎ ¦ƴŘŜǊ ¢ƘǊŜŀǘΣ ǿŀǎ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅΦέ 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƻōƛƭŜ ǇƘƻƴŜ ƘŀƴŘǎŜǘǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƻƴƭȅ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ŎƘƛƭŘǊen in 
ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎΦέ 

 
To watch the speech click here: Mobile Phones 

 

Campaigns for 2009 
 

National Campaigns 
Organ Donation 

 

 

http://www.senatormarkdaly.com/site/index.php?view=article&catid=35%3Avideo&id=158%3Asenator-mark-daly-speaking-on-valentia-security-treat&option=com_content&Itemid=62
http://www.senatormarkdaly.com/site/index.php?view=article&catid=35%3Avideo&id=155%3Asenator-mark-daly-speaking-on-mobile-phones-and-health-effects-on-children&option=com_content&Itemid=62


 
I have submitted a proposal to Minister Noel Dempsey that all new and renewal driving 
license forms and all motor tax forms include a tick box which, when ticked, indicates a 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ŘƻƴƻǊΦ  
 
I have proposed this so that a database of donors may be established. This information 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜƴ ōŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǿƛŘŜ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƪƴƻǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƻƴŜΩǎ 
wishes. It will also streamline the organ donation process and transform lives. 

 
Mobile Phones 

Health effects of Mobile phones masts and phones raised twice by Mark 
in the Senate 

 

 
 

This issue was raised by me twice over the last number of weeks. Firstly, because of new 
research by the European Environmental Agency (EEA) and secondly, in light of a report by 
the Russian Government on the effects of mobilŜ ǇƘƻƴŜǎ ƻƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΦ  
With over 2,000 reports on the negative health effects of mobile phones and masts, the EEA 
advice makes the most sense. When in any doubt the "Precautionary Principle" should 
apply. 
I have called on the Minister for Communications to demand the highest standards from 
mobile phone companies in terms of the lowest emissions from masts. I also want to ensure 
that the recommendations from Joint Oireachtas Committee on Communications on mobile 
phones will be implemented. 
 
More on this click: Mobile Phones 

 

 
 

http://www.eea.europa.eu/highlights/radiation-risk-from-everyday-devices-assessed


 
Kerry Campaigns 

Kerry Inc. 
I have been working with major employers and local government in Kerry over Christmas to 
increase the availability of jobs for 2009. 

 
Valentia Marina 

There are also 50 jobs awaiting the granting of a foreshore license in the Valentia Marina. 
Securing this license will be a major priority. 

 
 

Kenmare Campaigns 
Start Date Needed for Building of Kenmare Hospital 

 

 
No date can be given for when the building of Kenmare hospital will commence according to 
the HSE. It is included in the capital programme 2009 to 2013. This is of little comfort 
however, as it has been included in previous capital programmes and has been promised for 
decades.  
Locals have been campaigning for many years for a 14 bed extension to the hospital. But the 
HSE now say a new hospital, built on the existing site, is the most cost effective way of 
providing community medical services for the Kenmare area. What is required now is a 
campaign by the people of the area to ensure that a start date is given and contracts are 
signed. 

 
 
 
 
 



Cromwellõs Bridge land a Step Closer to Public 
Ownership  

 

 
Cromwellõs Bridge, an important local heritage site in Kenmare 

 

When I initially spoke to Kerry County Council about taking ownership of the unique 
/ǊƻƳǿŜƭƭΩǎ .ǊƛŘƎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ 
therefore would not take charge of it.  
 
I then informed the Council that there was a condition in the planning relating to an 
adjoining development in which the developer had agreed to hand it over but the Council 
again said they would not take responsibility.  
 
It was only when I pointed out to them that they could not pick and choose which planning 
conditions they would enforce and which they would not that they are now putting into 
motion the necessary procedures for the land to be handed over to the public.  
  

 
International Campaign 

 Ban on Produce grown in occupied areas in Palestine 
 
 

To read  MarkΩs contribution when the Israeli Ambassador came to the Seanad click: 

Palestine 
 

 


