
 
 
 

Orchard planted by Children of Kenmare 
 
 

 
Mark with the children who were involved  with the Orchard planting 

 
During the many miles of travel on my Senate campaign, one of the best 
community initiatives I came across was the planting of an orchard organised by 
Councillor Sinead Guckian in her home village of Drumsna, Co Leitrim. The apple 
trees were placed along a road leading into the village and were planted one 
summers evening by Sinead and the people of the area.   
 
Inspired by this Noel Crowley, of Kenmare Tidy Towns, and I organised the planting 
of apple trees by the children in the Ardbhearna Estate followed by a small party in 
celebration. Children were given a tree to plant themselves that would represent 
each family living in the estate. With projects like this and countless others it is 
easy to see why Kenmare won the Best Kept town in Ireland award last month. 
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Grandfather’s War of Independence Records Uncovered 
After Search by Department of Defence 

 

 
Great Grandfather, Charlie Daly’s Application   

 
With the assistance of Captain Mac Eoin in the Military archives section in the 
Cathal Brugha Barracks the War of Independence records for my Grandfather and 
Great Grandfather were discovered.  
 
The documentation uncovered included my Grandfather’s, Charlie Daly, application 
for War of Independence medals. The service records of his father were also part 
of the papers. These fascinating archives show involvement in attacks on 
Scartaglen and Gortalea RIC barracks.  
 
To obtain your relative’s service record you can download the application from my 
website by clicking here and sending it to the address shown. 
 

http://www.senatormarkdaly.com/site/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=86&Itemid=0


Mark Daly to do Voluntary work with  
AIDS Organisation in Zambia 

 
 

 
Mark with Minister for Overseas Development and parliamentarians at announcement of VSO trip 

 
I have arranged with the Voluntary Service Organisation (VSO) to spend three 
weeks working as a volunteer in Zambia.  Zambia is ranked by the United Nations 
as the 165th poorest country in the world of 177 listed. 17% of 15-49 year olds are 
suffering from the AIDS virus and over 660,000 children have been left orphaned by 
the disease (see attachment for audio clip of Newstalk). (View video on Overseas 
Development) 
 
VSO have asked me to work with ZARAN a national AIDS organisation. I will be 
bringing my experience as a parliamentarian to teach ZARAN staff how best to 
lobby Zambian MPs.  
 
While in the country I will also visit the Alan Kerin’s Project in western Zambia. 
Alan Kerins, as well as being an inter-county hurler for Galway, started this charity 
that, every year, saves thousands of people from dying of starvation due to a 
localised Famine. Alan was named Ireland’s person of the Year in 2006, for more 
information on his continuing work click here. 

 
Valentia Coast Guard Station Questions still Unanswered 

 
Startling facts were revealed when the long awaited and much overdue documents 
promised by John Fearon, the Assistant Head of the Department of Transport, were 
delivered.  
 
The most amazing discovery was that the statement in the Fearon report that Pat 
the Cope Gallagher had altered the previous Ministers decision to expand Valentia 
and Malin Coast Guards Station has proven to be without foundation. This is the 
basis for the entire argument behind the closure of Malin and Valentia. It is hoped 
to get Fearon before the Transport Committee again in the Autumn. 
 
To read about the issues discussed in the Valentia meeting please click here  

http://www.vso.ie/
http://www.senatormarkdaly.com/site/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=45&Itemid=34
http://www.zaran.org/
http://www.alankerins.ie/
http://www.senatormarkdaly.com/site/index.php?view=article&catid=25:speech&id=148:joint-committee-on-transport-marine-rescue-centres-discussion&option=com_content&Itemid=60


 
 

Appendix 1 
 

Seanad Transcript 10/07/08 

 

Senator Mark Daly: The country is facing a huge financial loss that would make the 

Army deafness claims seem like a drop in the ocean.  ComReg, the communications 

regulator, has confirmed to me that there is no requirement on mobile phone 

companies to indemnify the Government against losses caused by the potential health 

effects of mobile phones and mobile phone masts.  This is particularly concerning 

because so many mobile phone masts are located on OPW land, Garda stations and 

hospitals.  Lloyd's of London, which can assess any possible risk, refused to insure 

mobile phone companies against the potentially damaging health effects of mobile 

phones and mobile phone masts.  If Lloyd's of London is not prepared to insure 

mobile phone companies the Government should require mobile phone companies to 

indemnify it against any potential class action suits.  Employers could find themselves 

in trouble if employees develop cancer and brain tumours due to the use of mobile 

phones; the Association of British Insurers said as much in a recent report.  I ask the 

Leader to ensure that the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Communications, Marine 

and Natural Resources implements the recommendations of the report and sees that 

the Government is not held liable for the actions of mobile phone companies. 
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