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Ireland’s Most Westerly Parish Says Yes to Europe 

Thanks to Cllr Breandán MacGearailt’s Door to Door Canvass in 
Ballyferriter 

 

 
 
While South Kerry voted no to Lisbon there were a number of interesting 
lessons from the Tallies. In Europe’s most Westerly parish, Ballyferriter, 197 
voted YES and 98 voted NO. 
 
This was due to an old fashioned door to door canvass by local Councillor 
Breandan McGearailt who used his own leaflets explaining why a yes vote 
was good for Ireland.  
 
In Sneem Village which was canvassed by local Cumman members and I, the 
Yes side won both ballot boxes.  In my home town of Kenmare we won 2 of 
the 4 boxes (losing the 3rd by only eight votes). 
 
Overall the lesson learned was that in areas like Caherciveen, Killorglin, 
Milltown, Glenbeigh and others where a good campaign was ran the Yes vote 
was a majority in some of the boxes. Councillor McGearailt’s campaign is an 
example to us all. (see appendix 1,2) 
 

 



 
Oireachtas members and Legends of Irish Sport Raise Funds for 

Crumlin Children’s Hospital 
 Beat the Media Team for the first time in 15 years 

 

 
Senator Mark Daly, Packie Bonner, Jimmy Deenihan TD, Brendan Teahan Kerry U21 

 
As manager of the Oireachtas soccer team, Deputy Niall Blaney scored a huge 
victory which ended an Oireachtas 15 year losing streak on the 17th June. Blaney 
fielded a team which had 5 All Ireland medals on it (all held by Deputy Jimmy 
Deenihan) made up of four Fianna Fail and five Fine Gael TDs and Senators. 
 
Blaney opened the scoring with a beautiful chip that lobbed the keeper. And with 
yours truly putting in what were described as “robust tackles” we managed to go 
into the break 1-0 ahead. 
 
The addition of Packie Bonner in goals for the second half ensured a clean sheet 
and despite massive pressure, the Oireachtas members held out. Brian Cowen’s  
Programme Manager delivered a killer two goal tally, one scored after a 
mesmerising dribble through six defenders. A great event for a great cause. (see 
appendix 3) 
 



General Tom Barry’s Commemoration in Cork 
Attended by Mayor of Cork, Michael Ahern TD, Senator Mark 

Daly and Councillor Frank O Flynn 
 

 
Mark and the Group at General Tom Barry’s Commemoration 

 
Along with the Mayor of Cork, Michael Ahern TD and Councillor Frank Flynn, I 
attended the General Tom Barry Commemoration at the Republican plot in St 
Finbarr’s Cemetery. 
 
A hero of the War of Independence, General Barry was by far and away the most 
successful Flying Column leader of the period. 
 
The General Tom Barry National Commemoration Committee are currently 
fundraising to erect a Bust of General Barry. The Committee has commissioned 
Seamus Murphy RHA to design and create the Sculpture. 
 
Funds are still needed to pay for the Monument which is hoped to be unveiled on 
the 28TH of November 2008- the Anniversary of the most famous of Barry’s 
ambushes at Kilmichael. 
 
If you would like to donate please contact Con O’Farrell-Kingsway, 8 Marble Hall 
Park, Ballinlough, Cork 

 
Kenmare is Best Kept Town in the 32 Counties 

Senator Mark Daly, Chairman of Community Employment Scheme (FAS) 
sends Congratulations 

 

 
             Main St. Kenmare 

 
Kenmare was named the Best Kept Town in Ireland at a Presentation in Belfast 
Casltle on Tuesday 1st of July. 
 
 



Ireland's Best Kept towns is an all- Ireland competition organised by the 
Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and Northern 
Ireland Amenity Council where towns that have reached the highest standards in 
Tidy Towns in the Republic of Ireland and Best Kept Awards in Northern Ireland are 
invited to compete against each other. All entrants were marked against strict 
adjudication criteria that included cleanliness, the outward appearance of 
buildings, the presentation of roads and public facilities and the natural 
environment and Kenmare came out on top.   
 
My first achievement as Senator was to get the local Community Employment 
Scheme numbers increased from 9 to 13. The Community Employment Scheme is 
vital to the Tidy Town efforts in Kenmare and around the country, as well as 
providing training for the long term unemployed it also allows community to 
improve their areas with works that otherwise could not be done 
 

Football Legend Mick O’Connell Watches 
Mark Daly Score Points at Transport Committee 

 

 
Mark with Members of the Oireachtas,  

Representatives from Valentia SOS Group and football legend, Mick O’Connell 

 
Football legend Mick O’Connell came to Leinster House this week to attend a 
meeting of the Transport Committee discussing the proposed closures of Valentia 
and Malin Marine Rescue Centres.   

 
John Fearon, the author of the Report conceded much ground in the meeting, 
admitting that he did not rely on an ESB report for his negative comments on the 
electricity supply rather he used reports he compiled himself. I brought his 
attention to a letter to the Department of Transport from the ESB which I obtained 
under Freedom of Information which states that “During the time in which we had 
the voltage recorder installed in your premises, your voltage was within standard”. 
Fearon was unable to deny this point. 

 
Nor did Fearon have a response to questions on a major discrepancy between the 
recommendations of his report and a statement from then Minister Pat the Cope 
Gallagher who stated in 2006 that “As part of the review of the Irish Coast Guard 
management the 24 hour, 7 days per week services at Malin Head and Valentia will 
remain”. 
 
Chair of the Meeting, Deputy Paul Connaughton has criticised the Report on which 
the decision is based. Deputy Connaughton acknowledged the meeting was “the 
best attended Committee meeting” in 2008 and admitted there were still many 
questions to be answered on the Report which the Committee will have to return 
to. See http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/ireland/2008/0703/1214949347303.html, 
http://www.rte.ie/news/2008/0702/coastguard.html  

http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/ireland/2008/0703/1214949347303.html
http://www.rte.ie/news/2008/0702/coastguard.html


 
Cork City Temporary Ban on Phone Masts  

Welcomed by Senator Daly 
 
Cllr Chris O’Leary of the Green Party introduced a motion which was passed 
by Cork City Corporation which places a moratorium on planning decisions 
for mobile phone masts until it is proved beyond reasonable doubt that they 
are not harmful to people’s health. This is exactly the type of safety 
provision promoted by the Precautionary Principle. I raised the matter in 
the Seanad and hope to encourage all other Councils to adopt a similar 
approach to phone mast planning applications. 
(see appendix 2) 

 
WWW.SENATORMARKDALY.COM 

New Website Launched Today 
 

My new website, www.senatormarkdaly.com, was launched today. The site 
includes an overview of all the issues I am working on and will be regularly 
updated with news. 
 
On the left of the homepage you can see that you can become a member of 
the site which will allow you to comment or ask questions about any news 
item. 
 
 

http://www.senatormarkdaly.com/
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Appendix 4 
 
Seanad Transcripts 25/06/08 
 
Senator Mark Daly:  
 
I commend Cork City Council on passing a motion by Councillor Chris O'Leary 
of the Green Party, which places a moratorium on all planning decisions for 
mobile phone masts within the city until evidence is produced that they are 
not harmful to people.   
 
The moratorium will not be lifted until the council is satisfied that the 
European environmental protection agency's precautionary principle is 
applied.  That principle is that we should err on the side of caution when it 
comes to public health.  If it is believed that mobile phones and masts cause 
cancer, we should apply the highest possible precautionary principles to 
them.   
 
I have received information from Genevieve Maul, Communications Director, 
the University of Cambridge on the link between mobile phone usage and 
cancer.  Last year, a Swedish study showed that one has double the risk of 
contracting a brain tumour if one uses mobile phones for over ten years.   
 
In light of this growing evidence, I call on the Acting Leader to ask the 
Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources to implement 
the recommendations of the Committee on Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources in the last Dáil.  That committee's wide-ranging 
recommendations were not implemented but they should now be introduced 
in light of the growing evidence I have cited.   



Appendix 5 
 
Seanad Transcripts 25/06/08 
 

Seanad Transcripts 
 
Senator Mark Daly:  
My uncle, Austin Daly, who lives in South Africa, sent me a report of friends 
of his, William and Annette Rogers, who on 7 May were terrorised in their 
home in Zimbabwe during the hours of darkness.  They were tortured by 15 
thugs who wanted to make sure they left the farm.  This is not a one-off 
incident.  Robert Mugabe himself has been quoted as saying: "We are no 
longer going to ask for the land but we are going to take it without 
negotiating."  This policy of forcing people to leave their land, whether they 
be white farmers, which they mostly are, or others, has turned Zimbabwe 
from the bread basket of Africa into an economic basket case. 
   
This is an example of how Robert Mugabe has changed one form of terror 
government, that of the white government he replaced, into his own form 
of terror government where he has terrorised not only the white farmers he 
so hates but also anyone who opposes him. 
Any man who says he would like to be associated with Adolf Hitler is a 
person one would wish was not in power in any country.  When he was 
compared to Hitler, Mugabe is quoted as saying: 
This Hitler has only one objective: justice for his people, sovereignty for his 
people, recognition of the independence of his people and their rights over 
their resources.  If that is Hitler, then let me be a Hitler tenfold. 
 
This is the man that we wish would leave Zimbabwe and let democracy rule 
in that country but, as the Minister is aware, the key is South Africa.  
However, South Africa's policy of quiet diplomacy is not quite working.  
While President Mbeki has been gently urged by the international 
community to do more, he fails to do so.  The more he fails to recognise 
that quiet diplomacy is not going to work, the longer the situation will 
continue. 
 
Ireland's role as a non-colonial power has been recognised by Senator 
Feargal Quinn and we must do more.  There is not a lot we can do, but 
through the good offices of our ambassador in South Africa, we can place 
pressure on the South Africans, who are the king-makers in the situation, to 
ensure Robert Mugabe leaves office. 

 
 


